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Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosvire under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants hereby notify 
the U.S. Patent Office of the documents which are listed on the attached fonn PTO/SB/08B. 

Applicants submit that the present invention is patentable over the cited references and 
submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that such documents constitute 
prior art against the present appUcation. Applicants do not waive any right to take any action that 
would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove the listed documents as competent 
references against the present application. 

The references were cited in the Memational Search Report (copy enclosed) of the related 
hitemational Application No. PCT/EP2006/060780. hrtemational AppUcation No. 
PCT/EP2006/060780 is concerned with a similar technology as is the instant ^plication. Both 
appUcations are concerned with genetic assays to analyze bacterial infections. The references were 
cited in the hitetnational Search Report were cited as category X "of particular relevance" relating 
to claims 1-7 in the PCT appUcation. This PCT appUcation and the present appUcation relate as 
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they deal with similar technology. An English translation of the International Search Report is not 
available. Please note the articles listed in the search report by Cobb, J.P., et al. and Tsukahara Y., 
et al., have been cited previously in an Information Disclosure Statement for this application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Usted documents be considered by the Examiner 
and made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of form PTO/SB/08B be 
returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

Certification 

This Statement is being filed prior to the issuance of the first Office Action for the present 
application, and this paper is thus submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b), 

In view of the above certification, a fee is not required for consideration of this document. 
Nevertheless, should a fee be deemed to be due by the Commissioner, such fee should be charged 
to Deposit Account No. 50-0951. 
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Include nanfie of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the Item (book, magazine, Journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
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